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this regard the results of Viola and coworkers clearly demonstrate that both the steric and 

electronic effects of methyl substitution on the diene terminus play a substantial role in 

suppressing the oxy-Cope pathway in alinhatic systems. 11 At this time it is not clear 

whether the results obtained on the pyrolysis of 2 can be generalized to the point where C-5 

substitution in other bicyclo[2.2.2]octene derivatives will also result in lower yields during 

the oxy-Cope step. 

With the exception indicated, this ring synthesis offers a flexible, stereoselective route 

to a variety of oxygenated cis-decalin carbocycles. - The application of this chemistry to 

natural products synthesis is currently in progress. 
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